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GUEST ARTISTS

interpretation of Antonin Dvorak’s Symphony No.9,
“From the New World”, at Orchestra Hall in Chicago.

In May of 2005, PdP and Sony Music released
The Best of Poi Dog Pondering –

The Austin Years, the first
ever compilation
featuring songs
handpicked by the band.

PdP has just finished
recoding their eighth full
length studio record, to be
released later this year.

Poi Dog Pondering (PdP) is:

Max Crawford, keyboard and trumpet
Rick Gehrenbeck, keyboard
Ron Hall, bass
Kornell Hargrove, vocals
Dag Juhlin, electric guitar
Dan Leali, drums
Frank Orrall, acoustic guitar & vocals
Susan Voelz, violin & vocals
Charlette Wortham, vocals

Poi Dog Pondering (PdP) is the celebrated
musical ensemble renowned for their joyous
live performances (large scale productions
featuring a host of
musical and visual
collaborators) and lush
recordings. Their sound
is expansive, combining
orchestral elements
with rock and soul into
a blend that is
distinctly their own.

PdP has toured the United
States extensively, earning the band a legion of
devoted fans. The band has also toured Japan,
Sweden, Germany, Belgium, Austria, England,
Scotland, Italy, France, Switzerland, Denmark,
and Canada. Noteworthy stages include
Roskilde, Montreaux Jazz Festival, Late Night
with David Letterman, and Ravinia, where they
broke all attendance records.

In March 2005, in an acclaimed collaboration with
the Chicago Sinfonietta and Maestro Paul
Freeman, PdP presented their original
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from the well-known Opera Suites, closing the
first half of the program with the brilliant
Farandole from the incidental music which Bizet
wrote for Alfred Daudet’s play, L’Arlesienne.

Program Notes by Peter Fodor.

CARMEN REMIXED
The character of Carmen is generally portrayed
as flirtatious and reckless with love. Some
treatments even depict her as Jezebel-like.
However, during the course of our researching
the history of Georges Bizet’s original creation, a
much softer picture of Carmen emerged. It
actually seems that, after getting to know the
soldier Don José, Carmen comes to the
realization that he is not her match, and she falls
out of love with him. She then falls in love with
the bullfighter Escamillo. Don José cannot accept
this truth, and his infatuation with Carmen leads
to choices that result in his demise. His nature
will not allow him to release her when he finds
that she no longer loves him. Overcome by
jealousy, Don José kills Carmen, stabbing her in
the heart. And yet, in the eyes of history, it is
Carmen who gets the bad reputation!

Our remix of Carmen, then, is planted firmly on
Carmen’s side. The way, we see it Carmen was
simply following her heart. Our version re-writes
the ending; instead of the tragedy of Carmen’s
death, she lives to marry the bullfighter
Escamillo and Don José is left to perpetually
wander in a sort of desert underworld.

Program Notes by Poi Dog Pondering

MUSIC OF GEORGES BIZET
Georges Bizet was born in France in 1838 and
died in 1875. Like Mozart, he died in his 30’s, but
unlike Mozart, his output was very slim.
However, his opera Carmen is one of the best
known operas of all times. Interestingly, the
opera was condemned by most of the critics
after it first performances. Their complaint was
that the opera was too overtly sexual with a
graphic final scene. However, the general public
embraced the opera and the rest is history.

The Chicago Sinfonietta last collaborated with
Poi Dog Pondering (PdP) in 2005, performing a
re-mixed version of music from Antonin Dvorak’s
New World Symphony. It so intrigued the public
that the Sinfonietta received several requests to
collaborate with the group again. This time, we
chose the music of Bizet. Frank Orrall, Paul
Mertens, and Susan Voelz, the long time core
members of PdP, created a remixed version of
selections from Bizet’s opera Carmen.

The Sinfonietta will perform selections from the
opera in their original orchestration alone in the
first half of the concert along with the unique
arrangement by Rodion Shchedrin for the ballet
Carmen. Shchedrin, who is one of Russia’s
leading contemporary composers, was born in
1932 and has composed many works for
orchestra as well as other media. He scored this
work in 13 movements for strings and
percussion instruments.

The Sinfonietta will perform five movements
from this extraordinary work. This music will
contrast the ballet arrangement with selections
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performing James DeMars’ Two World Concerto,
Michael Abels’ Global Warming, and Beethoven’s
Symphony No.5 with visuals created by the
Notebaert Nature Museum for this performance.

January 20 @ Dominican University, 2:30 PM
January 21 @ Symphony Center, 7:30 PM
Our annual tribute concert to Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr. will feature the 200-voice Apostolic
Church of God Sanctuary Choir and Deeply
Rooted Dance Theater, plus Sphinx competition
winners Christina Castelli and Melissa White
performing Saint-Georges’ Symphonie
Concertante.

September 16 @ Dominican University, 2:30 PM
September 17 @ Symphony Center, 7:30 PM
The Chicago Jazz Ensemble joins us in Duke
Ellington’s Harlem. Also, Grieg’s Peer Gynt Suite
contrasted with the Ellington/Strayhorn jazz
arrangement. Plus, Sinfonietta timpanist Robert
Everson performing Russell Peck’s Harmonic
Rhythm: Concerto for Timpani and Orchestra.

October 29 @ Symphony Center, 7:30 PM
Climate of Concern, presented in partnership
with the Chicago Humanities Festival and the
Peggy Notebaert Nature Museum. Featuring
Native American Flutist R. Carlos Nakai
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The Chicago Sinfonietta and the National
Museum of Mexican Art present an innovative
three-concert Chamber Music Series during the
2007-2008 Season. These concerts, performed by
members of the Sinfonietta and others in
chamber-sized ensembles, will showcase the
traditional and symphonic music influences of
Mexico plus Central and South America.

Subscribe today and save!   See our Patron
Services Associates in the lobby, call 312-236-
3681 x 2, or visit www.chicagosinfonietta.org.

*Program subject to change.

We’d like to thank our 2007-2008 Season
Sponsors, including The Boeing Company; Blue
Cross Blue Shield of Illinois; American Airlines;
the Fairmont Chicago; Aria; ABC 7; the Chicago
Foundation for Women; the Chicago Defender;
WXRT; ComEd, an Exelon Company; and the
Wallace Foundation.

Sponsorship opportunities are still available.
Call 312-236-3681 ext. 1553 to learn more.

March 30 @ Dominican University, 2:30 PM
March 31 @ Symphony Center, 7:30 PM
The Sinfonietta celebrates International
Women’s Month with a program dedicated to
female conductors, composers, and soloists.
Tania León guest conducts her own Horizons,
plus compositions by Ellen Zwillich, Augusta
Holmès, and Chen Yi. Alison Balsom performs
Haydn’s Concerto for Trumpet.

May 11 @ Dominican University, 2:30 PM
May 12 @ Symphony Center, 7:30 PM
An exploration of the Blues, featuring David N.
Baker’s Shades of Blue, Gershwin’s Rhapsody in
Blue with guest pianist Leon Bates, and
legendary Blues guitarist John Primer
performing Three Songs for Blues Singer and
Orchestra. The concert will conclude with our
second spectacular multimedia collaboration
with the Adler Planetarium in a performance of
Mussorgsky’s Pictures at an Exhibition.

Chamber Series at the National Museum of
Mexican Art
Fridays at 7:30 PM
November 16, February 1, and April 25.




